
March 13, 2016 AM BIBLE CLASS  Northside church of Christ 

MY NOTES 

The Church: It’s Elders 
 

Introduction: 

A. Why do we need Elders here at Northside? 
B. This congregation has been in existence for many years without 

Elders. The question is: 
1. Are we a Biblical church then even though we don't have the 

Biblical government established? 
C. My proposition this morning is simple: 

1. We need elders to  

a) Oversee—The church  

b) Counsel—The church  

c) Shepherd -- The church 

2. Objectives:  
a) That each member would ____________________ the role 

elders have in the local congregation. 

D. Acts 20:28 

1. This verse is the only passage of scripture in which we have all 

three words used to describe the office of the elder. 
a) Verse 17 tells us that Paul called for the elders at 

Ephesus. 
b) In verse 28 he calls them overseers. 

c) He also tells them to “feed” or “____________________” 
the flock of God. 

d) These three basic words: elder, overseer, and shepherd, 

give us a great description of the role elders have in the 
local congregation. 

I. We Need Elders… TO OVERSEE (____________________) 

A. Titus 1:7 say, “For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of 
God?” 

1. We are familiar with this aspect. 
a) An overseer____________________ affairs. 

b) Elders make decisions on church spiritual matters, and 
also on things regarding the edification, benevolence, 
and Evangelism… 

2. Consider 1 Timothy 3. Some qualifications relate to this 
aspect of the job. 

a) Not ____________________ for money. 
b) Not covetous of others possessions. 

c) Have a good report from those without. 
d) Of good behaviour. 

e) _______________________. 
f) To oversee the business affairs of the congregation is 

one role of the ____________________. 

II. We Need Elders… TO ____________________ (PRESBUTEROS) 

A. Acts 14:23 - “And when they had ordained them elders in every 

church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to 
the Lord, on whom they believed.” 

1. The term “elder” signifies one who is __________________ 
and has the wisdom and experience of years on his side. 

2. In Old Testament times, the elders of the city 
____________________ its inhabitants.  

3. Remember Ruth 4. (read it at home) 

4. Titus 1:8 -“but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-

minded, just, holy, self-controlled”, 
5. Older men are in a great position to give us good advice 

regarding life in general. 

III. We Need Elders…TO SHEPHERD (POIMEN) 

A. 1 Peter 5:1-4. 

1. This is the ________________________ role that the Bible 
describes. 

2. An elder is to be a shepherd. 
3. He provides a good ____________________ to the church. 

4. He also must be involved in teaching. 
5. He must also guard against false teachers whether from 

without or ____________________. 

a) Titus 1:9 - “holding fast the faithful word as he 

has been taught, that he may be able, by sound 

doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who 

contradict”. 

B. Acts 20:28-31 

1. This is the work of the Elders, making sure that the flock is 
____________________, and that no wolves will come 

among us without having noticed it. 
2. The Elders in the days of Israel were doing the same, and 

so must our elders.  
3. They must Keep an eye on the flock and 

____________________ if possible against worldly attacks. 

4. Perhaps this is the most often overlooked and neglected 
____________________ of an elder. 

Conclusion: 

A. Why do we need elders? 
1. To Oversee 

2. To Counsel 
3. To Shepherd
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