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Judgment Day: God’s Omniscience at Work

Introduction:

I. From time to time we sing, There’s a Great Day Coming.
A. It presents the judgment from three standpoints:  All will be there (“great”), a bright day for those who love the Lord, and

a sad day for the sinner.
B. I can’t remember anyone ever expressing concern to me, wondering if God will get it wrong on the judgment day.

1. Recently, a number of prisoners in the States have been exonerated of guilt after serving time in prison.
2. Although we all know that any criminal justice system can get it wrong, we don’t worry about that with God.
3. The worries people have are either a lack of faith in God’s mercy (to be discussed Wednesday night), or a

realization that they aren’t serving God as they should.
II. There is a reason we need not worry about the role God will play in judging us:  He is God!

A. He is just:  meaning justice will prevail.
B. Because He is just, He will be impartial:  meaning we get a fair evaluation whether we deserve it, or not.
C. The greatest reason of all is that God is omniscient, and related to that is the fact that He is omnipresent.

Body:

I. The God Who Truly Is God...
A. False Gods are created with human limitations.

1. I Kgs 20:23  “Now the servants of the king of Aram said to him, "Their gods are gods of the mountains, therefore
they were stronger than we; but rather let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than
they.”

2. My favorite:  Isa 44:9-17.
B. At times, we may place human limitations on the true God of Scripture.

1. Jonah 1:3  “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa, found
a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord.”  (How many times has sin been committed saying, “No one will ever know.”)

2. Ps 50:21  “These things you have done, and I kept silence; You thought that I was just like you; I will reprove you,
and state the case in order before your eyes.”

II. The Omnipotence, Omnipresence, and Omniscience of God...
A. Big, difficult words — but as my wife’s first grade class would say, “The omni words.”
B. Three related words round out our description of God:

1. The word “omniscience” is the technical way of saying “all knowing.”  A compound word, combining omni — all,
and science — knowledge.

2. The word omnipotent – all powerful.
3. Omnipresent – all places, or everywhere.

C. Atheists try to make absurdities out of these words, all in an effort to deny that God exists:
1. “If God can move anything, and can make anything, can He make a rock bigger than He can move?”

a. This is the beginning of childish arguments that become something far greater than moving rocks.
b. God cannot do all things.  More specifically, He cannot do what is self-contradictory.

(1) God cannot make wrong right.
(2) God cannot make error truth, and thus He cannot lie (Titus 1:2).

2. When atheists present these questions, they aren’t even philosophical studies.  They are nothing but quibbles.
3. They assume that because we cannot answer a question about God, God must not exist.

D. Omnipresence does not mean God is in all places.  Let me prove that:
1. God is everywhere, right? — Is He in hell?

a. If God did go to hell, it would no longer be hell.  God is joy and peace, and His presence would dispel the
tortures of hell.

b. God would not go there, because He prepared that place for the devil and his angels (Mt 25:41).
2. Capability of going there is far different from actually exercising a capability.  (God isn’t in an oven, freezer, gas

tank, crashing car, train, or plane, etc.)
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E. We aren’t supposed to be able to fully comprehend God.
1. God is also eternal, so being omnipresent isn’t just about geography, it is also about all of time and eternity.
2. The name of God is an expression of God’s unchanging nature, and eternal existence.

a. Ex 3:13f   “Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I shall say to them, “The
God of your fathers has sent me to you.”  Now they may say to me, “What is His name?”  What shall I say to
them?’  14 And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I
AM has sent me to you.”’”

b. “I Am” is the present tense form of the verb “to be.”  
c. We perceive existence one moment at a time, because that is how we live it.  God, however, is not bound by

time, lives above time, and is always present in every moment of Earth’s history.
d. For God, it is not only AD 2018, but it is 2018 BC, and He is telling Abram to leave Ur of the Chaldees.
e. Don’t feel bad if that is hard.  We as finite beings will never be able to wrap our minds around God.

F. His presence throughout creation is a testimony to His knowledge of all within creation.
1. Jer 23:23f   “‘Am I a God who is near,’ declares the Lord, ‘And not a God far off?  24 Can a man hide himself in

hiding places, So I do not see him?” declares the Lord. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ declares the
Lord.”

2. Psalm 139  is a magnificent poetic tribute to the knowledge of God, often due to His presence throughout creation.
a. The most famous is two questions:  (v7) “Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy

presence?” 
b. vv2-4  “Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar.  3

Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, And art intimately acquainted with all my ways.  4 Even
before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, Thou dost know it all.”

c. vv15f   “My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths
of the earth.  16 Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days
that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.”

G. Omniscience does not mean God knows all things, it means He is capable of knowing all things necessary to accomplish
His will.
1. This important distinction may be seen in the words of Jesus.

a. Mt 24:36  “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone.”

b. And yet, Jesus is God.  How could He not know something.
2. Jesus had voluntarily limited himself:  He was not everywhere, and didn’t know everything.

III. What this Means for the Bible Believer...
A. Eccl  12:13f   “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this

applies to every person.  14  For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or
evil.”
1. Rom 2:5f  “...the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds”
2. God cannot be righteous if He does not take everything into account.  He cannot take everything into account if he is

not omniscient.
B. Mt 12:36f   “And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day

of judgment.  37 For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.”
C. Rev 20:11f   “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled

away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things
which were written in the books, according to their deeds.”  (books are a symbol of comprehensive records)

Conclusion:

I. In January of this year, a man was freed from prison in New York (Larry McKee).
A. He had served 20 years of a life sentence.
B. All of the witnesses agreed in their testimony, and he couldn’t have done it, but he was convicted.

II. We serve a God who sees all, because He is omnipresent, and so He knows all, because He has witnessed it.
A. The process of judgment is so perfect that the judgment won’t even be a trial.
B. At death, we will begin to receive our rewards.
C. The judgment will be a formal sentencing, ushering in eternity.
D. We will learn more about this as this meeting progresses.


