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How Many children must the Elder have to be an Elder? 
 

 

Introduction:  

A. Among all of the qualifications for elders, the one whose meaning is perhaps most disputed 
is “having faithful children.”  

1. Different interpretations place the emphasis and meaning on each different word in 
that 3-word phrase.  

2. Some say it must mean ____________________ children, others say at least one.  

3. Some say every child of the elder must be a truly faithful Christian.  

4. Others say that once they leave the house, they no longer count.  
 

B. How many ____________________ must an elder have?  
1. How “children” is used today:  

a. “On Sunday, children eat for free.”  
b. We understand that if someone only has one child, that child still gets to eat free.  
c. We use the phrase “children” to refer to offspring, whether many, or an only child. 

 

C. How “children” was used in the ____________________.  
1. Genesis 21:5-7, Isaac was born, and Sarah said, “who would have said that Sarah would 

nurse children?” (NASB, ESV). 
2. She used “children” in the plural, though she only had one child, Isaac.  
3. I Timothy 5:3-4  

d. IF “children” must always mean multiple children, then...  
1) The widow’s only son has no ____________________ to care for his mother.  
2) In fact, the widow’s one son, by inference, would be sinning by taking care of 

her, because the command is for CHILDREN (plural) to take care of her.  
4. I Timothy 5:9-10 – descriptions of widows who can be taken care of by the church.  

1. She must have been the wife of one husband (a dedicated wife).  
2. She must have raised “____________________.”  
3. So does that mean if she only raised one child, the church cannot support her?  

1. If this means she must have raised multiple children, then the church 
_______________ by supporting a widow who only had one child.  

2. That also means that her one child has no responsibility to support her (I 
Timothy 5:4).  

3. Therefore, if “children” must mean more than one child, a widow who only had 
one child is left to fend for herself in a culture which allowed no property to be 
owned by a woman, and most women were not permitted to have jobs.  

4. Then, the church must let this woman die of starvation or exposure, even if she 
has been a ____________________ Christian all her life!  

5. “Children” can be used in the Bible to refer to an only child or multiple children.  
1. The only child of a widow has the responsibility to care for her.  
2. Sarah only had one child, but used the ____________________ word “children.”  
3. “Children” was used in the Bible the same way we use it today.  

 

D.   Practical application.  
1. It would be better for an elder to have multiple children for a few reasons:  
2. Children have different ____________________, and that experience would help him 

in dealing with the different personalities within the congregation.  
3. Children have differences with each other (arguments, etc...) and helping his children 

overcome these differences would better prepare him for helping members in the 
congregation overcome their differences.  

4. Having multiple children would ____________________ the “question” regarding 
whether Paul requires multiple children or not for eldership.  

5. However, because of the way the Bible uses the term, and the consequences that 
come from demanding multiple children (with the widow), a man with only one child 
can also fit these ____________________.  
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